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TINTWISTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


iiiUM  mm  w  arm  T 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1898. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Rural  District 

Council  of  Tintwistle. 

Mottram, 

February  1st,  1899. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  of 
the  |health  and  sanitary  condition  of  your  District, 
together  with  the  usual  statistics  of  sickness  and 
mortality  on  the  Forms  A  and  B  supplied  by  the  Local 
Government  Board. 


Population — Census,  1891 . 2,576 

„  Estimated  to  middle  of  1898...  2,450 

Area  in  Acres .  16,175 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living  .  20 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living .  ...  15T 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  . .  *4 

Death  Rate  of  Children  under  1  year  per 

1,000  Registered  Births  . 142*8 


During  the  year  the  population  has  slightly  increas¬ 
ed  owing  to  the  re-starting  of  the  smaller  of  the  two 
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factories  of  Messrs.  T.  H.  Sidebottom  &  Co.,  the 
stoppage  of  which  had  depopulated  this  portion  of 
the  District  to  a  considerable  extent  and  caused  much 
distress. 

BIRTH-RATE.  —  The  total  number  of  births 
registered  during  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
1898,  was  49  (24  males  and  25  females),  being  equivalent 
to  a  birth-rate  of  20  per  1*000  inhabitants,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  60  births,  and  a  birth-rate  of  24*9  per  1000, 
in  the  year  1897. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  births  and 
the  birth-rate  for  the  past  live  years  : — 


Years. 

Number  of 
Births. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

Population. 

1894 

62 

23*5 

2630 

1895 

73 

27*7 

2630 

1896 

61 

231 

2630 

1897 

60 

24*9 

2403 

1898 

49 

20 

2450 

DEATH-RATE. — The  number  of  deaths,  at  all  ages 
and  from  all  causes,  during  the  year  was  37  (19  males 
and  18  females),  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  15  1  per  1,000, 
as  against  32  deaths,  and  a  death-rate  of  13#3  per  1,000 
for  the  preceding  year. 

Seven  deaths  occurred  to  Children  under  1  year 
being  equivalent  to  a  death-rate  of  2*8  per  1,000 
inhabitants,  or  142‘8  per  1,000  registered  births. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths 
and  the  death-rate  since  the  year  1894  : — 


Year. 

. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Rate  per 
1,000. 

Infant 

Mortality 

under 

1  Year. 

Rate  per 
1,000. 

Population. 

1894 

35 

13-3 

13 

4-9 

2630 

1895 

34 

12-5 

6 

2-2 

2630 

]896 

42 

15*9 

8 

3 

2630 

1897 

32 

13-3 

5 

2 

2403 

1898 

37 

15-1 

7 

2-8 

2450 

Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  registered,  7  occurred 
to  children  under  1  year,  4  between  1  and  5,  1  between 
5  and  15,  3  between  15  and  25,  12  between  25  and  65, 
and  10  above  65  years. 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  caused  5  deaths,  Phthisis 
5,  Heart  Disease  4. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES.— 14  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  were  notified  during  the  year,  viz,: — 11  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  1  Membranous  Croup,  1  Diptheria, 
and  1  Erysipelas. 

SC  ABLET  FEVER. — Of  the  eleven  cases  of  this 
disease  9  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year, 
and  must  be  regarded  as  a  continuance  of  a  slight 
outbreak  of  this  disease  that  occurred  in  this  portion 
of  the  D  istrict  in  the  latter  part  of  December  of  the 
previous  year,  the  first  case  appearing  during  the 
holidays.  I  was  unable  to  locate  the  exact  source  of 
infection  of  this  case,  which  occured  in  Church-street? 
and  which  subsequently  infected  others.  One  death 
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occurred,  due  to  Acute  Bronchitis,  during  the  fever, 
but,  with  this  exception,  the  disease  was  of  the 
mildest  character,  and  to  this  may  be  attributed  its 
spread,  as  most  of  the  children  attended  the  same 
school,  and  were  not  kept  away  long  enough,  and 
little  care  was  observed  by  the  parents  to  prevent 
their  infected  children  playing  with  healthy  ones  of 
other  families,  although  instructions  had  been  given 
to  that  effect. 

DIPHTHERIA,  CROUP,  &  ERYSIPELAS.— One 
case  each  of  these  diseases  occurred  during  the  year, 
but  no  sanitary  defect  could  be  discovered  to  account 
for  their  origin. 

ISOLATION  AND  DISINFECTION.— In  all  cases 
where  Infectious  i  f 1  lw Diseases  occur  the 

premises  are  examined,  and  where^3e5?ects  are  found 
the  owners  are  requested  to  remove  them.  Isolation 
is  carried  out  as  far  as  possible,,  and  the  clothes  and 
bedding  disinfected.  Parents  of  children  suffering 
from  infectious  diseases  are  instructed  to  prohibit 
all  their  children  from  attending  school,  and  to  keep 
other  children  away  from  their  houses  until  ail  danger 
of  infection  is  passed. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — The  water  supply  is  abundant, 
and  of  good  quality. 

MILK  SHOPS. — There  are  no  milk  shops  in  the 
District,  the  milk  being  supplied  from  farms  outside. 

BAKE-HOUSES,  &c.— There  are  no  bakehouses  in 
the  locality  ;  no  noxious  trades  ;  no  common  lodging, 
houses. 
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COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES,  &c. — These  places  have 
received  more  than  usual  attention  since  it  has  been 
ascertained  beyond  doubt  that  infected  milk  from 
tuberculous  cows  is  a  source  of  tuberculosis  in  its 
several  forms  in  children.  A  great  deal  of  this  disease 
in  cows  could  be  prevented  by  better  sanitary  con¬ 
ditions  of  their  habitations  as  regards  light,  draina^  e, 
and  ventilation,,  all  these  conditions  being  too 
frequently  absent  in  a  number  of  cowsheds  in  the 
District,  to  some  of  which  your  attention  was  drawn 
in  my  last  Quarterly  Report. 

NUISANCE  ABATEMENTS.— The  usual  routine  of 
emptying  Closets  and  Middens,  clearing  Choked 
Drains,  and  the  Removal  of  all  Nuisances  coming 
under  observation  has  been  carried  out,  but  very  little 
structural  work  has  been  done,  owing  to  the  im¬ 
poverished  condition  of  the  District,  which  nas  not 
yet  recovered  from  the  stoppage  of  the  factories  in 
the  latter  part  of  1896. 

INSPECTION. — In  company  witn  your  Inspector  I 
have  made  periodical  inspections  of  the  District, 
including  slaughter-houses,  dwelling-houses,  &c.,  and 
where  insanitary  conditions  have  been  found,  your 
Inspector  has  issued  notices  for  their  removal. 

I  am, 

Gentleman, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  S.  BURNETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Printed  at  the  North  Cheshire  Herald  Office,  Hyde. 
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